
 

. 
 

 

OnAir makes airline history with both mobile and 

WiFi Internet access on Oman Air flight  

Geneva, Switzerland, 2 March 2010. OnAir together with Oman Air 

celebrated the successful first flight using the full spectrum of mobile and 

WiFi Internet connectivity services based on Inmarsat SwiftBroadband. 

This is the first time in aviation history that an airline offers such an 

extensive range of services (GSM/GPRS together with WiFi Internet) at the 

same time. 

The service is in operation aboard one of Oman Air’s brand new Airbus 

A330 aircraft on Muscat International to London Heathrow route at this 

stage, with planned extensions to other Oman Air aircraft.  

Passenger services on the flight provided Internet access via laptops 

(wireless), as well as the ability via mobile phones and smart phones to 

make and receive calls, to send and receive text messages and emails, 

and to access the Internet. 

Benoit Debains, CEO of OnAir, commented: “This milestone underlines 

OnAir’s leadership as the only service provider today capable of offering 

the full suite of connectivity solutions for cabin and cockpit – GSM/GPRS 

and WiFi Internet with global coverage.” 
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About OnAir 
OnAir is the leading provider of inflight communications, enabling passengers to stay 
connected during their flight, and airlines to offer new services and generate additional 
revenues. Present on four of five continents, OnAir provides the only air-travel industry 
sponsored solution, now available to regular and low-cost airlines, to private and 
corporate jets, on Airbus and Boeing aircraft, and on long and short-haul flights. OnAir is 
the only provider of services based on SwiftBroadband, the latest high-bandwidth satellite 
technology from Inmarsat, which offers GSM and GPRS for voice, data and Internet.   
 



OnAir was incorporated in February 2005 and is owned by SITA, the leading IT solutions 
provider to the air transport world and Airbus, the leading aircraft manufacturer. OnAir is a 
member of the GSM Association and an Inmarsat Distribution Partner for SwiftBroadband 
services. 

 
More information about OnAir is available at www.onair.aero  
 

About Oman Air  
Oman Air is the flag carrier of the Sultanate of Oman. Founded in 1993, the 
airline has since witnessed massive growth and has played a major role in 
making Muscat an important traffic hub in the Middle East, supporting the 
commercial, industrial and tourism sectors. 
The airline currently operates direct international flights from Muscat to 
major Gulf destinations, such as Abu Dhabi, Bahrain, Doha, Dubai, Jeddah, 
Riyadh and Kuwait. In addition, Oman Air flies to ten destinations in India – 
Mumbai, Chennai, Kochi, Thiruvananthapuram, Hyderabad, Delhi, 
Lucknow, Bangalore, Kozhikode and Jaipur; to Chittagong in Bangladesh 
and Karachi in Pakistan, Cairo, Beirut and Amman, Jordan, besides 
London and Bangkok. Oman Air commenced in September 2009 four 
weekly flights to Frankfurt and from October, three weekly flights to Munich 
as well as four weekly flights to Paris, Charles de Gaulle from Muscat. In 
Asia, Oman Air flies since October 2009 four times a week between Muscat 
and Maldives and flies four times a week to Colombo, Sri Lanka, since 
November 2009. 
Oman Air’s fleet consists of Boeing 737-800 and Airbus A330s. At the end 
of 2009 the fleet strength stood at 15 B737-800s, two A330-200s and two 
A330-300s. During 2010 / 2011, 3 additional A330-300 will be delivered.  
Also, Oman Air recently signed a contract with Embraer for the purchase of 
five Embraer 175 aircraft from the E-Jets family, with purchase rights for 
another five aircraft. The first delivery is scheduled for the first quarter of 
2011. 
For the future Oman Air has ordered 7 Boeing 787 Dreamliners, which are 
scheduled for delivery in 2014. 
Oman Air unveiled its First Class Mini Suite in October 2009 which marks a 
further milestone in Oman Air's ongoing drive for quality and comfort. 
During early 2009, Oman Air unveiled its new, lie-flat Business Class seat, 
which offers greater levels of comfort and amenity than many other airlines’ 
first class products and will be fitted on all the new Airbus wide-body fleet. 
 
More information about Oman Air  is available at www.omanair.com  
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